STATE OF DELAWARE

STATE COUNCIL FOR PERSONS WITH DISABILITIES
MARGARET M. O’NEILL BUILDING

410 FEDERAL STREET, SUITE 1 Volice: (302) 739-3620
DovER, DE 19901 TTY/TDD: (302) 739-3699
Fax: (302) 739-6704
MEMORANDUM
DATE: February 29, 2016
TO: All Members of the Delaware State Senate
and House of Representatives
. . DLy )
FROM: Ms. Daniese McMullin-Powell, Chairperson

State Council for Persons with Disabilities
RE: H.B. 240 (Afterschool Programs)

The State Council for Persons with Disabilities (SCPD) has reviewed H.B. 240 which establishes
the Statewide Afterschool Initiative Learning Program. Background is provided by the attached
January 7, 2016 News Journal article. Consistent with the attached fiscal note, there are 147
Title I (low-income) schools in Delaware with an aggregate enrollment of 78,950 students. The
bill would authorize grants to these schools to operate afterschool programs. The programs
would have to operate 4-5 days/week during the school year, have at least 1 certified teacher for
every 10 participating students, and offer at least 1 hour of homework assistance and 1 hour of
enrichment daily. Provision of an after-school meal is also encouraged (lines 8 and 49). The
Jist of authorized services (lines 11-16) is quite varied and includes tutoring, counseling, physical
fitness, financial literacy, and apprenticeship programs. An assessment of the benefits of the
program is required on an annual basis (lines 65-76). An advisory council is established (lines
21-42). The program is expected to enhance student achievement, attendance, wellness, and
nutrition. SCPD has the following observations.

First, there is an extraneous word in line 23, i.e. the “of” between “designee” and “appointed”
should be deleted.

Second, the afterschool program would be “available to students in kindergarten through tenth
grade” (line 53).  It’s unclear why 11" and 12" graders would be categorically ineligible to
participate. For example, the bill contemplates participation in “internship and apprenticeship”
initiatives which are generally correlated with older students. Likewise, the attached article touts
the goal of crime diversion - “kids who are in school in the afternoon aren’t on the streets where
they might run afoul of the law”. Academic classes, including math and science, are more
challenging in 11™ and 12 grade making “tutorial services™ (lines 9-10) particularly valuable.



¥

Finally, “financial literacy instruction” (line 13) would be of enhanced value to 1 1" and 12"
graders close to completing school and entering adulthood. For these reasons, the sponsors may
wish to reconsider the categorical exclusion of 11™ and 12" graders from program eligibility.

Third, the Statewide Afterschool Initiative Learning Council omits representation of special
education interests. Council membership should be enhanced to include a representative of the
Governor’s Advisory Council for Exceptional Citizens (14 Del.C. §3111).

Fourth, the legislation could be improved by clarifying expectation that the afterschool program
must be physically and programmatically accessible to students with disabilities.

Thank you for your consideration and please contact SCPD if you have any questions regarding our
observations on the proposed legislation.

cc: The Honorable Matthew Denn
Mr. Brian Hartman, Esq.
Governor’s Advisory Council for Exceptional Citizens

Developmental Disabilities Council
HB 240 after school programs 2-22-16
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BILL: HOUSE BILL NO, 240

SPONSOR: Representative Longhurst

DESCRIPTION: AN ACT TO AMEND TITLE 14 OF THE DELAWARE CODE RELATING TO
AFTERSCHOOL PROGRAMS,

ASSUMPTIONS:

1. This Act is effective upon signature of the Governor.

2. This Act establishes the Statewide Afterschool Learning Program whereby schools that meet the
State approved indicator for low socioeconomic status are eligible to receive grants to support
after-school homework and enrichment programs.

3. The grants support at least 3 hours of after-school programs that operate 4-5 days per week
during the school year. The programs are staffed by a certlfied teacher at a ratio of 1 teacher for
every 10 students,

4, The grants support students enrolled in grades Kindergarten through 10" grade.

5. There are a total of 147 Title I schools that may be eligible to participate in the program where
the total enroliment in these schools, based on the September 30, 2015 enroliment count, is
78,950 students. Title I schools are schools that receive federal funds for supplemental
educational services for students considered low-income.

6. It is assumed the additional compensation teachers would receive is equivalent to the starting
teachers’ salary on the State teacher pay scale, prorated for the minimum hours worked in the
program plus other employment costs. As such, a $50,000 grant per school would serve 10% of
the eligible population of students 4 days per week. /

7. This Act does not require a local match of program funds. However, participating local school
districts have the ability to utilize thelr existing match tax for Extra Time programs to supplement
State program funds.

8. Inflation Is assumed at 2.0% to account for growth in enroliment and personnel costs.



Fiscal Year 2017:

Fiscal Year 2018:

Fiscal Year 2019:

Office of Controller General
January 13, 2016

MJ:MJ

0271480025

Every 10% of students participating is projected to cost $7,400,000
(equivalent to a $50,000 grant per school & a 4 day/week program)

Every 10% of students participating is projected to cost $7,548,000
(equivalent to a $50,000 grant per school & a 4 day/week program)

Every 10% of students participating is projected to cost $7,699,000
(equivalent to a $50,000 grant per school & a 4 day/week program)

(Amounts are shown in whole dollars)



